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Freud - Sit venia verbol 
Oscar Zentner 

The reasonable is a fanlaun. lhis 
is totally manifest in the beginning 
of a science. A fantasm is not a 
dream, it is an aspiration. 

Jaques Lacan 

ihe'meaning of Freud in German is jouissance. And we know that 
the speaking being finds it difficult to deal with jouissance. Freud, 
naming his discover). the unconscious, wrote Sit venia verb0 - If 
thd word may be forgiven - as if knowing that the Name-of-the- 
Father is also the Father of the Name. 

t forward his ideas at, the turn of the century, making a 
tween his professional group and the newness of his 

This was the birth of psychoanalysis, a choice, not 
tion; for it became clear very soon that the scientific 
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community was expelling him. This was the meaning of his ten 
solitary years. In a certain fashion he was the scoria of scientific 
society. The reason was that what Freud was addressing was 
unacceptable. He was able to follow his own path for having the 
imagination and the creativity and, more importantly, the courage 
that a man should possess when the hour comes to him to be 
confronted with the empty place that truth is. Here Freud stood 
alone, knowing only too well that the face of truth, for being a 
mirage, is what leads astray. 

A crucial question for psychoanalysis is not so much the difficulty 
to delineate clearly its scientific status - even when a great part of 
the present literature evolves around this problem -hut, rather, the 
transmission of psychoanalysis and the effects that this transmission 
produces. 

Both Freud and Lacan, in their different approaches to the question 
of transmission, outlined their solutions, attempting to articulate 
them with the theory and practice of psychoanalysis. 

Having recognised the obstacles that Freud faced, as well as the 
difficulties that he left clearly after his death, Lacan endeavoured 
a new approximation by means of a criticism of the Freudian 
limitations. In his attempt, he renewed psychoanalytic theory and 
practice. 

This renovating endeavour concerning the transmission of 
psychoanalysis can be expressed succinctly as follows: to pass from 
the work of the transference (working through) to the transference 
of work. The School -as the place of the transference of work - 
has, without compromising its position in psychoanalysis, followed 
the direction of the psychoanalytic discovery carried out by Freud 
and Lacan. However, it is in our own difficulties, impasses and 
hesitations, that we can make any possible claim to a legacy that 
will be ours, only if we are prepared to do the work that this legacy 
demand?.. 

Last year, the Freudian School of Melbourne invited Isidoro Vegh, 
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Argentinian analyst, to participate in the Second Australian 
Psychoanalytic Congress organized by the School. 1 appreciated 
his visit as a colleague and friend, because it proved to me once 
more, that when what is at play is psychoanalysis, discourse is 
possible. A fortnight of daily seminars confi ied this to be so. 
Only part of his seminars are published in the present volume, 
seminars that were simultaneously translated by Professor Ron 
Keightley and Maria Inks Rotmiler de Zentner. 

We are also including some of the Seminars given by. Moustapha 
Safouan, French analyst and esteemed friend, when he worked with 
us for a second time, in 1986. The reader will, by now, be 
acquainted with his works, some of which have been published in 
the Papers of the Freudian School of Melbourne over the years. 
His last hook, Le fransferf et le d&ir de l’analyste, was published 
in 1988 by Editions du Seuil. 

This year encounters me as one more analyst of the School, and no 
longer as its director. As such, 1 want to share with you, on the 
occasion of publishing the works read at the 50th anniversary of 
the death of Freud, the work of the School at present. Continuing 
with our tradition of seminars begun in 1977, a four year 
programme of seminars, The Foundations cy; Psychoanalysis, 
started last year, together with the opening of the Clinical Section 
of the School: concurrent Supervision and Presentation of Patients 
at Mont Park Psychiatric Hospital. This entrance of psychoanalysis 
into the psychiatric hospital has a long tradition in some countries, 
Argentina, for instance - from where I come. But I understand 
that our work in this context is the first of its kind in Australia. It 
provides a space to work and think not only the theory but the 
practice of psychoanalysis, and in a realm where psychosis 
questions psychoanalytic knowledge. 

Notes 
:I. 
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